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Update

Class Webpage
! ! Check the website 
frequently as notices are posted to 
the home page and videos and 
photos are added at different times 
via Twitter (can be viewed on our 
homepage if you are not on 
Twitter).

Ruth Ohi
! On April 25th, author/
illustrator Ruth Ohi will be doing a 
presentation for the primary division.    
To view her biography, body of work 
and to find some activities that relate 

to her books, take a peek at her 
website:

http://www.ruthohi.com

Chapters Night
Chapters Night (Wed. April 24, 
4-7:30) is a library fundraiser that 
takes place at Chapters.  Money is 
raised from all purchases that are 
made that evening.  Customers do not 
need to be affiliated with the school, 
they just need to mention TWES 
when paying for their item(s).  

During that evening the school will 
also receive the proceeds from food 
sales at the Wendy’s on Bryne Dr.

!

               

‘Spring is the time of plans and projects.’
                                                                            Leo Tolstoy

SPELLING
Purpose:  To increase a young 
readers word bank in order to 
assist the tasks of reading and 
writing.  Familiarity increases the 
chances for success.  Revisit past 
lists and tricky words on the 
SpellingCity link on our class 
website.

THANK YOU

Thank you for your continued 
support of our program. Home 
practice, kleenex donations, 
collecting random items (shoe 
boxes, pizza lids, small/food 
boxes), helping your child to 
meet deadlines (library, 
projects)...it’s all greatly 
appreciated.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK ORDERS
 Please let me know if your book 
order is a gift for your child and I 
will let you know when it arrives 
at school instead of putting it in 
your child’s bag.
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Outdoor 
Clothes
! We have entered a 
season of transition and it is 
often difficult to know how 
to dress.  As we have seen 
from the beginning of 
Spring, the weather is very 
unpredictable.  Your child 
needs to have suitable 
outdoor clothing as he/she 
is outside twice a day.  Take 
a peak at the playground 
conditions (or ask your 
child) to know what sort of 
footwear and clothing 
(winter coat, splash pants, 
etc) is required.  

Mailbags/
Agendas
! Please check your 
child’s mailbag/agenda, for 
notes and work, everyday.  
Notes and money from 
home should be sent in the 
bag/agenda.

Consumable
Items
!

Many students are in need 
of new glue sticks and 
pencils.  Please check with 
your child to see if he/she 
needs any of these items 
replaced.

Breaks
! The air is pretty dry 
in the school so please send 
2 drinks (1 if you order 
milk) or a refillable bottle 
for your child each day.

! If you are picking 
up your child for lunch, 
please note the start and 
end time:

LUNCH 12:40-1:20

Your child will need to be 
signed out and in at the 
office.

!

!  
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Keeping Informed about Grade 1 3

Ms. Ringhofer will focus lessons on 
community and community helpers.  

Do you have any community helper books at 
home that we could read?  If so, please make 
sure that your child’s name is on them.

Ways to support learning at home:

1.  Think of different types of jobs?

2.  What equipment is needed to do that job?

3.  Make a list of specific tasks that are 
involved by a person in that profession.

4.  How are the skills that are being taught at 
school (e.g., reading, writing, math, time 
management, problem solving) used in 
different careers?

Discuss the type of work (inside/outside of 
the home) that you do and how it benefits the 
family and others.  How are you a community 
helper?  Ask your child what he/she sees as a 
possible future career.  Encourage your child 
to write and draw about this ‘career 
prediction’ and then tuck it away to pull out 
in 20 years or so.

Going for a walk? Look at the types of 
buildings in the area. Why is it good/smart to 
have a school in a neighbourhood? Why 
would developers put a plaza near a 
subdivision?

Research and 
non-fiction 
writing (related 
to community 
helpers) will be 

incorporated into social studies writing 
sessions.

We will examine how non fiction text is 
organized and begin to put these elements 
into some of our own writing (e.g., Table of 
Contents). 

Continue to support conventions (spaces, 
punctuation, upper case letters where 
appropriate), no excuse words (e.g., spelling 
words, words that can be found in the work 
area) and careful sounding out of new/tricky 
words.

1. Who is telling the story?  Whose point of 
view?

2. Who are the characters?

3.  What is the setting?  Where is the story 
taking place?

4. Identify problem and solution in story (if 
there is one).

5. Is there a message in the story?  What is it?

6.  Have your child retell the main ideas, in 
order.

Money!!!!

We will be learning about the different 
coins (names and values).  Numeracy will 
continue as we use money to make 
various combinations to $.25.  Yes, even 
the penny will still be included as this 
gives us more variety when adding and 
subtracting and creating different 
combinations of coins.

E.g., 1 quarter = $.25

2 dimes and a nickel = $.25

5 nickels = $.25

2 dimes and 5 pennies = $.25

Students will be skip counting and not 
always by the same amount.  Have your 
child practice skip counting different 
amounts.

E.g., 2 dimes and 5 pennies

10, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25

The more that you read, the more 
things you will know.  The more that 
you learn, the more places you’ll go.
                   ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Dr. Seuss
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4 Keeping Informed about Grade 2

The celebrations that Ms. Ringhofer will 
look at this month with the grade 2s are:

-Palm Sunday

-Good Friday

-Easter 

-Passover

-Earth Day

The Grade 2s will continue their cultural 
comparison.  When you are reading or 
watching television, look for 
opportunities to discuss similarities and 
differences between your family (and life 
in Barrie, ON, Canada) in comparison to 
life in _____________.  Consider 
comparing:

-food

-lifestyle

-climate

-housing materials and structures

Continue to support your child in developing 
complete, detailed ideas.  Writing should 
incorporate the who, what, where, when, why, 
how of the story in order to give the reader a 
complete picture.  This information is also 
valuable in oral responses so let’s work on 
making it a habit in both written work and 
spoken responses.  Paragraph development 
continues to be a focus so make sure that your 
child sticks to the topic.

E.g., Topic - March Break

-paragraph 1; sleep over at grandparent’s 

-paragraph 2; video games with brother

-paragraph 3; day trip to Ripley’s Aquarium in  
Toronto

-paragraph 4; baking cookies with parent

Everything belongs to the main topic of March 
Break but each event is relived much like a 
mini story of it’s own.

Linking words such as then, next and finally 
will help to tie all of the story parts together 
and create a logical flow.

REMEMBER TO EDIT!  Missing words?  
Forgotten letters/chunks?  Check and fix so 
that it is easily read by virtually anyone.

Money!!!

We will review the names and values of coins.  
Numeracy will continue as we use money to 
make various combinations to $1.00.  Yes, even  
the penny will still be included as this gives us  
more variety when adding and subtracting 
and creating different combinations of coins.

E.g., 3 quarters and 2 pennies = $.77

5 dimes and a nickel = $.55

12 nickels = $.60

8 dimes and 4 nickels = $1.00

Students will be skip counting and not always  
by the same amount.  Have your child 
practice skip counting different amounts.

E.g., 6 dimes, 3 nickels and 5 pennies

10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 65, 70, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80

We will also work on word problems.

E.g.,   Riley has $.75 and he is going to spend 
$.50 on an apple.  How much money will 
Riley have left?

Kyra has $1.   If Kyra buys 1 pack of gum for 
$.80 how much money will she have left?

Use the coins as the manipulatives.  Remind 
your child to look for groups of 10 or to split a 
group of 10 into 1s (10 pennies) to help with 
the addition or subtraction.

Anyone who has never made a

mistake has never tried anything new.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Albert Einstein


